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OBSERVATIONS 


O N 
THE PARALLEL. 


USTICE requires that we allow this 

Author clearneſs of conception ; and a 
depth of thought: but he has not been 
careful enough to inform himſelf of facts: 
and without theſe, xeaſoning is vain. 

His Parallel is 5ſt upon the whole ; 
and happily conceived ; but tho' in general 
true, it fails in a variety of particulars : in- 
deed ſo many, that we at once lament, and 
wonder at his errors; and while we ad- 
mire that acuteneſs of comprehenſion, by 
which he has penetrated the depth of 
the ſubject; we bluſh at the falſe ſteps he 
has made upon its ſurface. 
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The Britiſh conſtitution has indeed all 
that preference to the former Swediſh Go- 
vernment, which he has declar'd : in ours 
there is that Balance he obſerves ; by which 
it has been preſerv'd in the midſt of the 
worſt commotions : this balance the Swe- 
diſh conſtitution wanted; and by the want 
of that, it fell. | 

This is the ground-work and foundation of 
the Parallel: and this is perfectly juſt : but 
the particulars on which the ſuperſtructure 
ſtands, are ſo full of miſtake and miſrepreſen- 
tation; and facts are ſtated fo erroneouſly, 
that the perſon who takes them as there 
eſtabliſh'd, will never form a right idea of 
what was the Swediſh Government, at the 
period he means to deſcribe. 

Nor can we allow any greater ac- 
curacy in the ſtate he has given of the 
form at this time eſtabliſh'd : yet it does 
not ſeem that he has intended to miſlead 
his Readers; but that he has miſtaken the 
matter himſelf : and in that rapidity, which 


is twin-born with genius, has overlook'd the 
means of information. 


There 


(3.7 
There is the greater cauſe to lament this, 
becauſe the ways to a more accurate 
knowledge were eaſy. Tis plain by the 
whole tenour of his performance, that he 
believes the preſent Swediſh Government 
to be entirely arbitrary: whereas there 
needed only, to have ſhewn him this miſ- 
take, to have read with care the preſent 
form of it. Indeed the Swediſh tongue 
is not much underſtood in England ; and 
at that time there was no tranſlation of 
this paper into our language; unleſs we are 
content to call by that name, the account 
of it publiſh'd in news-papers. Now, 
a genuine verſion has been publiſh'd : per- 
haps that candout which attends always 
on true genius, will lead him to acknow- 
ledge the miſtake. 
'Tis to a like ſource perhaps we are to 
trace thoſe errors alſo which reſpe& the 
former conſtitution of that kingdom, He 
has faithfully and fairly quoted the autho- 
rity on which he has adopted moſt of his 
opinions: but this authority is GERMAN: 
tis not from a SwEDISH AUTHOR, but 
1 from 
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from one of another country, whom per- 
haps he alſo underſtood ĩimperfectly, that he 
has received his accounts of the Swediſh 
legiſlation: and therefore they have been 
open to a thouſand errors. Tis the more 
pity that it ſhould have been fo; becauſe 
the acceſs to better ſources of information 
was at hand ; unleſs a want of the Swediſh 
language bar'd the paſſage: and ſurely 
ſome means ſhould have been found to open 
this, not unſurmountable, obſtruction. 

An accurate Author, who was to give an 
account of the conſtitution of a great king- 
dom, certainly would wiſh to take it from 
a native; not a ſtranger : for the preciſion 
of an Hiſtorian is one thing, and the 
flouriſh of an Orator is quite another: the 
firſt ſhould take alone what is beſt founded 
upon truth ; the latter always will adopt 
what ſhall beſt ſuit his purpoſes. 5 
The inſtances of miſtakes in the Parallel, 
whether from this, or from whatever other 
ſource, are too numerous to recount ; and 
many of them too perplex'd to enter upon 
at large: but twill be juſtice to the former, 

as 


1 
as well as to the preſent conſtitution of 
Sweden; to tlie King, as well as to his 
people; to place a few of the moſt impor- 
tant here in their tłue light. 
This Author gives it, as a general ob - 
ſervation, that what power is taken from 
a King, will be given to ſome other body : 
and he fancies this to have been exem- 
plify'd by the Senate's heretofore getting 
what the King loſt in Sweden, He under- 
ſtands that the King there had not a power 
of convocating the States; but that it 
reſted in the Senate: whereas a better 
knowledge of that Government would 
have informed him, this power reſide in 
neither diſtinctively; but 1 THE KinG 
AND SENATE, | 
He gives to the Senate alſo great 
power in appointment to offices of truſt 
and profit ; not knowing many of the pub- 
lic boards appoint their on: and uninformd 
that even in that ſhare the Senate had in re- 
ſpe of the others, of nominating three per- 
ſons for the King's choice; that, even there, 
it! Was not as an independent SENATE that 
| A 4 | they 
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they poſſeſſed this power, but as TRUus- 
' TEES FOR THE PEOPLE, which they truly 
were, not in name only, but in fact; be- 


nators within the laſt ten years may teſ- 
tify. 


gives the Senate at the expence of royalty, is 
that they appointed two perſons, under 
whoſe guidance alone criminals could be 


but this is contradictory to fact: it is 
true this power had limitations, but with- 
in theſe, the King only had the great 


termined. No one will now be blind to 
the general purpoſe of this Author. The 
ſormer Government of Sweden was to 
give little, or no power to the King; in 
order that the preſent Revolution might 


than they truly had; and to give more to 
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ing effectually anſwerable for all they ad- 
viſed. This the ſeveral changes of the Se- 


Another prerogative which this Author 
pardon'd by the King, aſter condemnation : 


prerogative of mercy : and tho he heard 
the arguments of others, himſelf alone de- 


appear the greater: but to allow leſs power 
to the Swediſh Kings before this change 


them 
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them than they poſſeſs after it, is not the 
right way to ſtate a Parallel. 

In the ſame ſtile we are informed, that 
the power of war and peace were not here- 
tofore in the Kings of Sweden, but in the 
Senate: but Why will an author write 
without due information? the matter is 
quite otherwiſe : the Senate in this : caſe, 
ſo far as they did act, acted ſtill as 1 Rus- 
TEES FOR THE PEOPLE, not as an inde- 
pendent body. Neither in theſe great af- 
fairs, nor indeed in any, was it their place 
to act as independent: tis true they ſome- 
times have attempted it; but it is equally 
true, that when they did, rr have bann 
depos d for the attempt. | 

To: bring; this to the teſt of fact, nad 
real hiſtory, in regard to the laſt war in 
1757, which the King perſonally diſap- 
prov'd: the Senate, when they deliberated 
on it, preſumed ſo far as to explain what 
the former Government meant by fulfilling 
_ treaties: and on that principle, as guarantees 
of the treaty of Weſtphalia engaged in a 
war with the King of Pruſſia: but what was 
ET | the 
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the conſequence? the States ſeverely told 
them, you ſhould have called us together : 
it was for us, not you, to debate bn this : 
we ſhould have explain'd to you" the treu- 
ty of Weſtphalia. This was the rebuke; 
and they ſubmitted to the conſtitutional 
cenſure. 

In 1756 when the! King Abor uus 
Fanpzerd refus'd his ſignature : twas 
not the SENATE, as this Author thinks, 
that order d a new one to be made, and 
us d it without his permiſſion: it was the 
States that thus controul'd the King. Not 
indeed was the ſignature a ſeal, as there 
repreſented ; but a plate engrav'd with the 
letters of the royal name: this is of leſs 
concern; but ſtill there 1s a praiſe that 
ſhould belong to accuracy. 

There is a wonderful difference we muſt 
needs tell this author, between theSTATEs 
or SWEDEN and the Swediſb Senate; and 
if in other places, as in this, he miſtakes 
one for the other, it muſt make ſad con- 
fuſion. This he ought indeed to have well 
known _ that inſtead of that continual 


oppoſition 


( 
oppoſition between the King, and the 
Senate, the Swedes conſider them in many 
things as one; and he would have eſcap'd _ 
a multitude of errors if he had known 
that when they ſay, the KG did this, 
| they mean the KI VG AND SENATE, 
What a multitude of frivolous cavils we 
thus ſee might have been fav'd by know- 
ing but the common forms; in a country 
too inconſiderately deſcrib'd! if there ever 
were diſputes they have been between the 
King and theſe perſons as Truſtees for the 

People: not as the Senate. 

But even the States themſelves had not 
the powers repreſented in this Parallel. 
The Author ſays, they could, at their 
own pleaſure, turn out perſons concerned 
in the Adminiſtration: but he ſhould have 
known this power was very limited. Over 
the Senates it prevail'd entire, as it ought ; 
but they were only a ſew of the offices in 
the Adminiſtration, over whom this body 
had conſtitutionally, ſuch authority. © 

Tis ſtrange the Author ſhould ſuppoſe 
the deputies of the two Orders of Burghers 

and 


6 
and of Peaſants had little ſhare in power: 
I can aſſure him they had it equally with. 
the other Orders: and that twas idle in 
his Parallel to boaſt the dignity of the Bri- 
tiſh Houſe of Commons, in contradiction 
to their ineffectual ſtrength, becauſe. our 
Houſe can enter upon any ſubjects that 
they ſhall pleaſe for each of the Swediſh 
Orders, the leaſt, as well as greateſt, could 
and can enter on what ſubje& they ſhall 
chuſe ; can make what motions they ſhall 
pleaſe, and ſend them to the others : fo 
can the Britiſh Houſe of Commons alſo act: 
fo, and no otherwiſe. 

Even the Swediſh Committee, altho' 
explain'd by this gentleman in an added 
note, is yet miſtaken totally: but 'tis a 
German note; and not a Swediſh : there- 
fore the wonder ceaſes. ' This Author 
ought to have known, altho' the infallible 
Achenwall perhaps did not, that this in Swe- 
den was a ſtanding Committee ; formed 
of the beſt {kill'd perſons on each ſubject : 
nor was it at all biaſs'd by the miſtaken 
number of the Nobles Deputies. Num- 

ber 
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ber is without weight in theſe collective 
forms: our Houſe of Commons are more 
numerous far than our Houſe of Lords; 
yet the whole body of theſe Commons 
make but one acting power; and the Lords, 
tho' much fewer in number, are N | 
equal in effect. 

The difference between active and paſſive - 
ſhares in legiſlation, on which this writer 
is ſo large, is evident enough: and we 
ſhould here allow him all his reaſoning on 
the ſhare of power, veſted in the lower 
Orders of the States, if the facts, on which 
thoſe reaſonings are eſtabliſh'd, had not 
been juſt diſprov'd before. 

It is a ſtrange miſtake to think the Se- 
nate and Committee had the eſſential part 
of legiſlative power in Sweden; nor is this 
fancy ſtrengthened, but overthrown, by the 
repeated error as to the number of the 
Nobles Deputies. 

I ſhould feel pleaſure in beſtowing many 
praiſes upon the Author of that Treatiſe ; 
for there are in it a thouſand marks of geni- 
us, and of ſpirit ; but when the facts are all 


miſtaken, 
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miſtaken, genius is miſplac d, ſpirit is thrown 
away, and arguing comes to nothing. 

Imuſt farther explain the ſtate of the Swediſh 
Nobility, becauſe he has puſh'd it ſo far, 
and preſs'd ſo many conſequences from it: 
and I ſhall firſt ſay, he miſtakes equally its 
nature, its number, its diſpoſition, and its 
power. 

In talking of the vaſt multitude of the 
Swediſh Nobles, he confounds Nobility and 
Gentry: the Noblefle of France are innume- 
rable ; but the Nobles, effectually ſuch, are 
few in proportion. 

In reckoning up the n of the no- 
ble families in Sweden, I muſt acquaint him, 
that he counts them dead and alive: the 
detail appears plainly enough to have been 
taken from a regiſter, where names are not 
ſtruck out when the family becomes extinct. 
He will be ſurprized to hear, but it is a 
ſolemn -truth, that of thoſe he reckons, at 
leaſt nine hundred fimilies do not now 
exiſt: and yet the number there are, is far 
from being either the defire, or boaſt 'of 
the Swediſh Nobles : They would have 

in ict fewer. 
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fewer. Tis not there, as at Venice, where 
beyond the antient number, no new Nable- 
man can be created. In Sweden any de- 
ſerving man may be raiſed to the rank of 
Nobility ; and tho' the Nobility become 
numerous by this, it does not make them 
powerful, as the excluſive form in Venice, 


does. All the deductions this Author 


has ſo ingeniouſly made from their ſituation, 
would be true; but that the foundation is 
thus totally miſtaken. 

To think the power of the Swediſh peo; 
ple has been weaken'd by a diviſion into 
the Orders of the States, is palpably an 
error. The Orders of Sweden always 
were all four of equal power: the Clergy 
were indeed a different body, and rela- 
tively more powerful than the others: 
they ſtood in a peculiar light. The others 
were | repreſentatives of the people. at 
large; the Clergy only of the Clergy. 

The two Orders of Burghers, and of 
Peaſants, were neither over-aw'd, nor over- 
rubd by the others; tis a mere error in 
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this Author to ſuppoſe it: tis true indeed 
the Peaſants made no part of the Secret 
Committee; but this was with their own 
free conſent, and honeſt approbation; and 
warranted by the conſtitution. They knew 
their place and office; and they perform'd 
it with integrity in the public aſſemblies, 
and in the other Committees: but not pre- 
tending to be competent judges of calou- 
lations; and the foreign negotiations, and 
the like; they knew they were unfit for 
Secrets of State; and ſeldom wiſh'd to be 
appointed to this Committee, 

The ſuppos'd influence of the Swediſh 
Nobility in all things in the former conſti- 
tution is an imaginary principle : they had 
it not ; they had their ſhare as one of the 
four Orders of the States; and they had no- 
thing more. Others were richer by far 
than they: and we know. the weight of 
wealth. 

I wonder the writer of this Parallel 
ſhould venture toaſſert, that all places of truſt 
and profit in the State were reſerv'd to the 
Nobility : 'twas not in England this ſhould 

have 
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have been ſaid ; where we have ſeen a 
Swediſh Miniſter who was not a nobleman. 
If 1 muſt: be particular, tis Mr. Vaſem- 
berg I ſpeak of; a private gentleman; who 
held that poſt here about the year 1741. 

That ſome have thought the trial by 
jury took its riſe in Sweden, may ſerve as 
plauſible ground, whereon this author might 
build his complaint of its ſuppreſſion: but 
he muſt now be told, that fact, like all the 
reſt, has been miſtaken. That cannot be 
aboliſh'd, which never. had exiſtence : and 
as to the juries of Sweden, they never were 
more than petty buſineſſes in the remote 
Provinces ; and ſuch they are there to this 
hour. 

The exemption from taxes, or the un- 
equal claims of them on Noblemens eſtates, 
for which the immortal * Mr. Marſhal has 
been quoted; is alſo another matter abſo- 
lutely miſtaken. The truth is this, and no 
other. There are in Sweden, ſome few 
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A man cannot die who never was born. | Enquiries 
* hitherto fruitleſs. 
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eſtates of antient Noblemen, not ſubject 
from the beginning to taxation: but tis the 
nature of the eſtate, and not the nobility of 
the poſſeſſor, which gives this privilege. 
Theſe Saterier are, as certain places, per- 
mitted to remain on their old tenure: they 
hold the exemption, tho" a private perſon, 
by the King's permiſſion, buys them: and 
ſeveral of them at this time are in the 
hands of proprietors no 17 705 en. 
with nobility. | 
The very rack of the nobility ih See. 1 
which this author tells us, they are ſo fre- 
quent in thundering in the ears of others, is 
by no means ſo ſacred in its nature, as his 
account would indicate. What will he fay, 
when he ſhall hear that in Sweden, the 
King's Commiſſion always takes place of 
it? 'tis moſt true that whoever bears the 
King's commiffion has rank before a noble- 
man, who is not honoured with that duty. 
Were theſe the triumphs of the Swediſh 
Nobles over their King? Is this the little 
weight the Kings of Sweden had againſt 
their Nobility before this Revolution? Tie 
| indeed 
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indeed certain, that 3 in Denmark the over: 
grown pride of the Nobles a century ago, 
threw all the power into the hands of 
the King: but tis a grievous error to ſup- 
poſe this, and this only caus'd the Reyolu- 
tion, the happy Revolution which has now 
taken place in Sweden. Tis plain this gen · 
tletaan has never read the Swediſh hiſtory: 
he would have found elſe that quite con-, 
trary to his ſurmiſes, the Nobles have at 
all times not oppreſs d, but taken part 
with the People, againſt arbitrary power. 
wherever it was found. 
Dis true, the Queen Chriſtina $ dice, 
ou was not altogethes of her free choice; 
ſhe had, impoveriſſd the kingdom, and and 
the fear d the conſequences: but what an 
amazing error follows in this Parallel ! tis 
not the Government, of Charles, XI. that 
is now in ſome degree re+eſtabliſlyd.;; tis 
that before this, Chazles ; the faireſt parts 
of which are. how reviv d, improv d, and 
rendered permanent, .as well as beneficial. 
Nor was it the nobility alane, whatever, 


W luppoſes, ho reſened Sweden 
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from the miſeries her Charles XII, had 
plung'd her in: it was the joint work of 
the Nobles and the People: and in the pre- 
ſent inſtance all that the King has done 
to ſave his country, became ' practicable 
only from this cauſe, that the balance here 
firſt nam' d, had been deſtroy'd. 

Nor are the'conſequences, any ack 
the preceding, at all like what this Author 
ventures to lay down from them. He 
aſſerts abſolutely that the States are to tale 
nothing under their conſideration but what 
the King ſhall lay before them. I fear 
the news· papers were the beſt authority on 
which he has proceeded: but if he will 
look into the papers which have been now 
authentically publiſhed, he will need no 
other anſwer. To read the Form of Go- 
verment is to ſee all his errors fully refuted. 

He will find there the States may de- 
liberate, with different opinions from the 
King's; and how, and in what manner all 
is in this caſe to proceed: each a_ a 
negative power, as in England. 

He will ſee that the pawer of new taxes, 
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given into the hands of the King alone, 10 
only in the poſſible caſe of the Realm be- 
ing actually attacked; and he will ſee thoſe 
taxes are to ceaſe with the occaſion. Tis ſo 
throughout; and yet are theſe miſtaken 
facts the grounds of an uncandid prophecy, 
that Sweden, like France, will ſometime 
or other throw off its parliaments entirely. 
If the ground of this ſpeculation were 
firm, we would examine the ſuperſtructure 
farther; but if we have ſliewn that to be 
rotten, the other falls without a new. at- 
tack. 4 ST 
The Order of Peaſants, whatever may 
haye miſled. this ingenious writer, do ac- 
tually interfere in public and important 
caſes as much as the others: and preſent 
experience has contradicted his doctrine 
of their infignificany.” "They have appear'd 
in another light on the late great occaſion. ' 
But what ſhall we expect from à writer, 
who, with a great deal of oratory, has ſo 
little real knowledge? See this exemplify'd 
in a piece of recent hiſtory. He tells us, and 
he grounds'a great deal upon it, that when 
on 


e) 
on the death of Charles XII. the States 
ſettled the crown upon his fiſter Ulrica, 
ne was the perſon next in the order 
of fncceſſion. and obſerves, that the mage 


mere formality. Her of "4 
Who is there * not E york 
Charles XII. had two ſiſters: the eldeſt of 
theſe was Princeſs of Holſtein; and bet 
req; were at that time living: but yet 
Ulrica, who was/regent when Charles XII. 
died, was freely choſen, | 
There was much more than meien! in 
this tranſaction: the States inform'd her 
firſt, that ſhe. had no right to the crown z 
but. that they would place it on her head 
if the. agreed to. certain ſtipulated conditi- 
ons: they were propos d, and ſhe accepted 
them; ſhe was placed, on - the; throne ; 
and Sweden reg ain'd. its liberty. 81705 
The. e King, wiſe, noble, excellent, 
and beloved Prince, took the cuſtomary. 
obligations ; ; obſerv'd the eſtabliſh d forms; 
and reign'd, by an hereditary right, over 
a, loyal People. But theſe obligations and 
* 3 theſe 
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theſe forms were ill obſerved by others : 
the real ſpirit of the conſtitution was loſt, 
that balance on which all depended was 
deſtroy d. He found the people were 
oppreſſed ; he ſaw the Parent Country torn 
by factions; and ſaw twas foreign gold 
which ſtrengthened thoſe oppreſſions: he 
ſaw that unleſs ſome effectual remedy were 
apply'd there would be no longer any conſti- 
tution. He reaſoned with the States; he 
heard the cries of his people; and he has 
reſcued them from all their ſufferings; he has 
given them a Form of Government, in 
which he has voluntarily put many reſtraints 
upon his own power: he has declar d his am- 
bition to riſe no higher, than that he be 
the firſt among a free people: and it muſt 
be that people's own fault now if they do 
not become great and flouriſhiug. | 
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